Sacred Heart, St.Leonard, St.Patrick, St.Peter, St.Francis de Sales

Pastoral Planning Update
May, 2019

Pastoral Planning Context
Since 2016 the clergy, lay leaders, and diocesan officials of the Archdiocese of Omaha have been working on how
to provide for the future of parishes in this Archdiocese. The Archdiocesan Pastoral Vision helps us set our
priorities: One church, encountering Jesus, equipping disciples, living mercy. Pastoral planning helps us to apply
those priorities to our current situation. Early in 2019 it was proposed that we organize all the rural parishes of
the Archdiocese into pastorates, or regions of parishes based on the number of priests available, and take up the
task at a local level to decide the future of the parishes in these regions. A group of lay representatives from each
of our parishes, along with the clergy have been meeting to plan for our future. This bulletin is provided to
update you on our progress.

Mass Schedules for the Region
Factors
There are several factors that needed to be considered when trying to create a schedule of Masses.
The regional planning group considered: the results of the Mass Time Survey indicating preference for
times and days, the goal to have at least one Mass time in every parish, the flexibility for the schedule
to be covered by two priests when one of the priests is traveling, and the need to serve the Spanish
speaking community.
Future of St.Francis de Sales
One of the factors that has an impact on the schedule is the closing of St.Francis de Sales. After
consultation with members of the community, leaders in the parish and Father Malloy have
graciously elected to seek the Archbishop’s approval for the closing of St.Francis de Sales in
Schoolcraft. The community will still have Mass for some time this year before Father Mike Malloy’s
retirement in 2020. Before closing the parish, the community will organize a celebration and discern
what’s to be done with parish resources in accord with Church law.
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Mass Schedule
When all the factors are taken into consideration the weekend Mass Schedule looks like this:

St.Mary’s Norfolk

Saturday

Sunday

5:00 pm

9:30 am

Sacred Heart Norfolk

11:30 am bilingual

7:30 am

St. Peter’s Stanton

5:00 pm

St.Patrick’s Battle Creek

7:00 pm

St. Leonard Madison

7:00 pm

9:00 am bilingual

With this schedule every parish has a Mass time, the times are staggered in such a way they can be
covered by three priests on a normal weekend allowing time to visit with parishioners after Mass and
can still be covered by two priests in the case that one is traveling. The two bilingual Mass times are
staggered so that one priest can cover both bilingual Masses because not all priests in the region have
facility in Spanish. Every Parish loses one Mass time. There was vigorous discussion about how to
equitably provide for Mass times that would best serve our parish communities.

Next Steps
If the Mass time you normally attend has changed: Please see if there is a Mass time that you can
attend, either at your local parish or in the region, and make a plan for how you can attend Mass on
the weekend.
If the Mass time you attend has not changed: Please be welcoming to neighbors and friends and
strangers who attend Mass, make room to help people feel welcome in the pews.
Share the schedule: The new Mass schedule will take effect on the first weekend in July. Please tell
your friends and family and neighbors about the new Mass schedule so that they can plan accordingly.
Welcoming our New Pastor Father Pat McLaughlin will arrive in Norfolk at the beginning of July, a
special Mass time for installation of the new pastor will be celebrated July 7th @ 3:00pm so that all
priests can attend.

New Mass Schedule starts July 6-7
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